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Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide the background and information to effectively support and promote The ELL and Migrant Education Learning Network.  This document contains the following information:

· Introduction to The MASTER Teacher
· Features and Benefits of the ESL and Migrant Education Learning Network
· Completing a Course Overview
· Current Courses and Course Objectives
· Brief History
· The ESL and Migrant Education Learning Network Development Team
· Subscription Information
Introduction to The MASTER Teacher
The MASTER Teacher was established in 1969 and is the name of the company and the name of its original staff development program, which is a program of weekly in-service training for teachers.  The MASTER Teacher creates twelve other staff development programs or publications for teachers, administrators, board members, support staff, and parents.  We also offer over 3,000 products and services including books, videos, software, awards, and other motivational items.  Each year more than 70% of the schools in the United States purchase publications, products, and services from the company.

The ESL and Migrant Education Learning Network was launched in February 2005.  This new online course delivery system helps prepare teachers to address the needs of these students and the mandates of NCLB.  Teachers will also learn effective strategies to teach ELL and migrant students critical literacy skills as identified by the Reading First initiative.

The courses are affordable and easily accessible online.  These lessons will not only equip your teachers with the most current, research-based strategies for addressing the instructional needs of English-language learners—but also provide a wealth of additional information and methods tailored specifically toward meeting the learning needs of migrant students.

These courses will help your teachers to:

· Build a comprehensive understanding of culturally and linguistically diverse students and how they learn best.

· Develop an understanding of key research-based ESL and migrant education concepts.

· Utilize a framework of effective methods and classroom strategies to meet the needs of these students.

Features and Benefits of the ESL and Migrant Education Learning Network
· The courses provided in the learning network are based on intellectual property written by a team of knowledgeable experts and practitioners.

· The structure of each course is consistent, and the user-friendly design improves comprehension of the lessons.  Each course conforms to a standard teaching and learning model so that the learning experience is extremely productive.
· Every course contains a ten-question test to check for understanding.  The questions are randomly selected from a larger pool of questions to reduce cheating and increase comprehension.  Many questions require higher-learning skills, which cause the user to apply the knowledge to practical situations.  The default passing score is set to 70%, but the passing score can be modified to meet each subscriber’s needs.  For instance, the passing score can be raised to 80% or 90%.
· The courses align with TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) ESL Standards for Pre-K—12 Students
· Access to the training is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week using any Internet connection.  This process significantly reduces staff development preparation, travel, and time.
· Detailed and summary course completion records can be reviewed and printed by each user.  Certificates can be printed when a course is successfully completed.

· Detailed and summary reporting is available to help administrators manage the use of the courses and to help in the creation of state and federal reporting. 
· Graduate Credit is available.

Completing a Course…Is Simple!
Sign-on Procedures: Each participant or administrator accesses www.esltraining.net from any personal computer having an active Internet connection and browser.

Registration: Each participant completes a short registration form to enroll for the training.

Course Selection: The participant selects a course from the course catalog. Each course can be completed in one hour and includes:

· Learning objectives that outline the course content.

· Short readings that teach the lesson and demonstrate the desired outcomes.

· A 10-question, multiple-choice test to verify the participant’s knowledge of the lesson.

· A Certificate of Completion when the user achieves a passing score.
Transcript and History Update: After the participant completes the multiple-choice test, his or her records are automatically updated.  Courses taken and date of completion are tracked.  The organization will also be able to track the records for all its participants to ensure compliance and accountability.

Current Courses and Course Objectives
ESL Courses:

Course 101:  The ABC’s of English as a Second Language (ESL): Key Terms

The participant will… 

· Explain key acronyms in the field of ESL.

· Understand where and when ESL acronyms are used.

· Apply terms and acronyms appropriately to affirm ELL students and families. 

Course 102:  Getting Ready to Teach Your ELL Students

The participant will… 

· Differentiate between social and academic language.

· Define the four types of ELL students.

· Analyze the characteristics of the four types of ELL students.

· Distinguish among the best strategies to effectively teach each type of student.

Course 103:  Five Perspectives on How Language Is Acquired

The participant will… 

· Realize the necessity of making instruction comprehensible for ELL students.

· Explain how motivation, self-confidence, and anxiety may affect the ELL student’s learning.

· Identify the differences between acquiring a language and learning a language.

· Understand that language skills are acquired in a natural order.

· Recognize how students monitor their own language.

Course 104:  From One Language to Another: What Every Teacher Should Know

The participant will… 

· Explain the ways in which language skills are transferred from one language to another.

· Contrast the ELL student’s first language with the second.

· Understand how the ELL student draws from the first language to make connections to the second.

· Identify strategies to promote the transfer of language skills.

Course 105:  Exploring Social and Cultural Issues: Knowing Your ELL Students’ World
The participant will… 

· Describe how the school environment can support ELL students.

· Explain the role of the home and family in the education of ELL students. 

· Generate a list of community resources for ELL students and families.

· Identify the psychological factors that influence ELL student learning.

Course 106:  From the Known to the Unknown: Tapping into the Academic Potential of Your ELL Students

The participant will… 

· Articulate the role of prior schooling in the classroom success of ELL students.

· Apply strategies for building on students’ prior academic background.

· Generate content and concept vocabulary that promote ELL students’ success.
Course 107:  Beyond the Basics: Strategies for Higher-Order Thinking Skills

The participant will… 

· Analyze the roles of higher-order thinking skills in learning among ELL students.

· Summarize how to teach ELL students to use learning strategies

· Design questions that develop higher-order thinking skills in ELL students. 

Course 108:  The Language Proficiency Test: Only the First Step

The participant will… 

· Realize how students are identified by language proficiency tests and what that means for instructional practice.

· Recognize the skills that students bring from their native language to support their current learning.

· Distinguish between language development for communication and for grammar.

· Understand how to create lessons for meaningful language development. 

Course 109:  Maximizing What Your ELL Students Bring to the Classroom

The participant will… 

· Describe ways to use students’ past experiences to accelerate academic achievement.

· Design a system for identifying key concepts.

· Help students identify vocabulary based on the students’ levels of language proficiency.

· Integrate supplementary materials to make connections to past experiences.

Course 110:  Using Content and Language Objectives to Enhance ELL Student Achievement

The participant will… 

· Analyze a standard in order to highlight key learning objectives for ELL students.

· Create objectives that target listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.

· Apply learning objectives to support and assess student comprehension. 

Course 111:  Making Instruction Comprehensible for ELL Students

The participant will… 

· Plan lessons that use visuals, realia, and models to make instruction comprehensible.

· Generate graphic organizers that promote ELL student comprehension.

· Describe how cooperative groups increase understanding for ELL students. 

Course 112:  Strategies for Grouping Your ELL Students

The participant will… 

· Differentiate between the types of grouping for ELL students.

· Understand the purposes for grouping ELL students.

· Encourage groups to value ELL students’ native languages.

· Create groups that support the stages of students’ language abilities.

Course 113: Preproduction: It’s OK to Listen for a While
The participant will… 

· Identify the key elements of the preproduction stage.

· Discuss student characteristics within this stage.

· Describe student performance outcomes for the preproduction stage.

· Summarize effective teaching strategies for ELL students in the production stage.

Course 114: Early Production: First Steps in the New Language

The participant will… 

· Identify the key elements of the early preproduction stage.

· Discuss student characteristics within this stage.

· Describe student performance outcomes for the early preproduction stage.

· Summarize effective teaching strategies for ELL students in the early production stage.

Course 115: Speech Emergence: Getting Comfortable with the New Language

The participant will… 

· Identify the key elements of the speech emergence stage.

· Discuss student characteristics within this stage.

· Describe the student’s performance outcomes for the speech emergence stage.

· Summarize effective teaching strategies for ELL students in the speech emergence stage.

Course 116: Intermediate Fluency: From Concrete to Abstract-Enriching Language

The participant will… 

· Identify the key elements of the intermediate fluency stage.

· Discuss student characteristics within this stage.

· Describe the student’s performance outcomes for the intermediate fluency stage.

· Summarize effective teaching strategies for ELL students in the intermediate fluency stage.

Course 117: Advanced Fluency: Becoming Proficient in the New Language

The participant will… 

· Identify the key elements of the advanced fluency stage.

· Discuss student characteristics within this stage.

· Describe the student’s performance outcomes for the advanced fluency stage.

· Summarize effective teaching strategies for ELL students in the advanced fluency stage.

Migrant Education Courses:

Course 201: Who Qualifies as a Migrant Family?

The participant will… 

· Learn who qualifies for Migrant Education Program services.

· Understand the various aspects of a qualifying move.

· Review what is considered to be qualifying work.

· Become familiar with the types of information required to certify a family as eligible for program services.

· Learn what constitutes a good quality assurance plan.

· Understand the importance of the recruiter as part of the Migrant Education Program.

· Study what services can be provided to eligible students with Migrant funds.
Course 203: Data Collection to Ensure Eligibility: Accountability and Funding

The participant will… 

· Review the content of a Certificate of Eligibility.

· Become familiar with the types of information required to certify a family as eligible for program services.

· Learn the definitions of Category 1 and Category 2 Child Counts.

· Understand when a child can and cannot be counted as having been served by the Migrant Education Program for funding purposes.

· Study the record keeping requirements associated with the program.

· Understand the importance of the timely transfer of migrant student records.

· Learn some of the types of student data that should be gathered and maintained.
The ESL & Migrant Education Learning Network Development Team
· Socorro Herrera, Ph.D., Associate Professor and co-director of the CLASSIC( ESL/Dual Language Distance Education Program at Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

· Della Perez, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Title III Coordinator/Instructor
 Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

· Kevin Murry, Ph.D., Associate Professor and co-director of the CLASSIC( ESL/Dual Language Distance Education Program at Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

· Laura Homer, Editor, The MASTER Teacher.
· Leslie Jager, Web Developer, Professional Mentoring, a division of The MASTER Teacher.

· DeAnn Spade, Sales Manager, The MASTER Teacher.

· Katherine Hesler, Learning Network Specialist, The MASTER Teacher.

Subscription Information
To access the program, each of your teachers will need to have his or her own seat license. 
Individual seats are $45 per year.
To subscribe or to find out about the available volume discounts, call 1-800-669-9633 and ask to speak to one of our knowledgeable sales representatives today.
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